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Department of Energy
"Washington, DC 20585

Septezber 25, 2001

M. C. Stephen Allred, Director

Idaho Department of Envxronmelml Quzhty
1410 North Hilton

Boise, ID 83706

Dear Mr. Allred:

Many thanks for hosting the meeting at your office to address optians for moving
shead on our investigation of Pit 9. I received a comprehensive report from
Frazer Lockhart and Ellen Livingston on the results of the meeting. 1 was pleased
that, with your help aud that of Chuck Findley, we were able ta reach agreement
on a conceptual path forward-both 1o resolve the current dispute and to facilitate
cormpletion of the overall Waste Area Group 7 CERCLA process. As was
discussed, ] want to confirm that the Department of Energy (DOE) is willing and
+ able to execute a legitimate Pit 9 retricval action.

The fundamental topics of agreement regarding Pit 9 are listed below and
confirmed by me through this correspondence.

1) Use of “mobile excavation™ to sireamline efforts to characterize waste and
target the retrieval of a proviously-defined 20° x 20° area to demanstrate
refrieval techniques in Pit 9.

2) ID/EPA/DOE/BBWI team {one to two people per pa'ny)“to_ be formed to:

a) Review the BBWI preconceptual desigp, plan for design/construct/operate the
retrieval excavation. Preconceptual plan due to team by October 1, 2001.
~ Team will propose a critical few enforceable milestones by October 12,
2001, including assumptions and canrmgmms.

b) Review the waste mventmy to identify prohmg/conng needs and locations
for excavation,

3) DOE to prepare a pre-1970 suramary of Rocky Flats operations and waste
record:smgardmgl’n9andthethsurfacersposalAIea. The DOE will also
interview employees as neccssary, former and current, to review past
operations.
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1 belicve the actiops listed above represent an achievable apd effective path
forward on Pit 9. While oy immnecdiate desire is to resolve the dispute and get on
with the Pit 9 cleapup demonstration, my broader goal is to position Pit § as the
“new model” for focused action within the environmental management program.
With our shared effort and focus, I believe that goal is achievable.

Again, thank you again for your part in a productive meeting. If you have any
questions please feel free to contact me at (202) 586-7709.

Sincerely,

L

Jessie. i Roberson
Assistant Secretary for
Environmental Management

cC:

Mr. Charles Findley, EPA Region 10

Mr. Philip Reberger, Idaho Governor’s Office
Mz. Robert Card, Under Secretary, DOE

Ms. Beverly Caook, DOE-ID

Mt. William Shipp, BBWI



